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Text and Music by
Lewis Coenen-Rowe

Suddenly.
Everything Feels



Duration: 25 minutes ca.

Instrumentation

Speaker-performer
Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Text

My bottom itches against the cold plastic chair. It’s a Thursday. I shove my hands
between my thighs to keep them warm. It’s 10:30 am. I’m at a funeral. I look up and
make eye contact with Michael. I look away. I didn’t know Jess well. Seventy-Eight,
pretty much bang on average life expectancy. I do some mental arithmetic, twenty-six
times three is seventy-eight. I’ve already used up a third of my time. I glare jealously at
Sarah’s daughter Ashley in the row in front. She’s probably only used up a fifth, maybe
less. I realise I’m fidgeting and feel guilty; things seem so detached. I shift position,
shoving my hands underneath my buttocks, and glimpse over Chris’s receding hairline,
the pale sun. It’s framed perfectly. The windowpane circles a dissolving cloud, light
escaping through, searching for the missing something. Timed exactly, the light gropes
onto Sam’s empty seat. I touch it, it’s warm. I stroke my hand along the seat’s smooth
surface. Josh coughs at just the right moment and an answering splutter responds. I
shiver, slightly. My skin horripilates. I look up. And then. Suddenly. Everything feels

Performance notes

Crosses at the start of a bar always indicate no tempo. The bar length should fit exactly
to the time it takes to speak the words and the following bar should continue attacca with
no pause after the words are spoken.

Bars with tempo are always 4 =60 throughout.

The speaker should perform with a microphone and speak at a low and intimate volume
throughout.

Nonuplets throughout should be performed as accurately as possible forming 3:2 cross
rhythms against the sextuplets that always appear simultaneously. The violist can find
their pulse with reference to these.

Each section follows on from the last without pause but should be marked as new
through changes in the attitude of the speaker or perhaps the lighting if circumstances
allow.

'Non vib.' is cancelled out by 'norm.". 'Sul tasto' is cancelled out by 'ord.".
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My bottom itches against the cold plastic chair. It’s a Thursday. I shove my hands between my thighs to keep them
warm. It’s 10:30 am. I’'m at a funeral. I look up and make eye contact with Michael. I look away. I didn’t know Jess
well. Seventy-Eight, pretty much bang on average life expectancy. I do some mental arithmetic, twenty-six times
three is seventy-eight. I’ve already used up a third of my time. I glare jealously at Sarah’s daughter Ashley in the row
in front. She’s probably only used up a fifth, maybe less. I realise I’'m fidgeting and feel guilty; things seem so
detached. I shift position, shoving my hands underneath my buttocks, and glimpse over Chris’s receding hairline,
the pale sun. It’s framed perfectly. The windowpane circles a dissolving cloud, light escaping through, searching for
the missing something. Timed exactly, the light gropes onto Sam’s empty seat. I touch it, it’s warm. I stroke my
hand along the seat’s smooth surface. Josh coughs at just the right moment and an answering splutter responds. I
shiver, slightly. My skin horripilates. I look up. And then. Suddenly. Everything feels
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